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himself. Out of the papal coffers, he equipped a fleet of
twenty galleys which were to be reinforced in the Cypriote
seas with fifteen more supplied by Henri II de Lusignan.1
This was intended for the defence of Armenia against
Saracen incursions and for an attack on the coasts of Asia
Minor as well as the coast of Egypt in the neighbourhood
of Alexandria. Evidently the execution of such a plan was
beyond the capacity of this small force, and Nicholas died
on 4 April 1292 before realizing that his fleet had failed
to achieve anything.
On reviewing the events of the last decade of the thir-
teenth century, it becomes perfectly clear that Christendom
lost all and gained nothing in the Holy Land. The ponti-
ficate of Nicholas IV witnessed the end of the last vestige
of the Kingdom of Jerusalem in Syria with the fall of
'Akka. Yet the importance of Nicholas's reign cannot be
exaggerated, for most of his actions anticipated the very
lines of policy which were to be followed closely for more
than a century by his own successors as well as by the
crusading princes of Europe and of Cyprus and the Knights
Hospitallers, soon to become the Knights of Rhodes. The
modest tract written by Thaddeo of Naples introduced a
new branch of literature which, in volume and importance,
occupied a notable place in the literature of the age. The
efforts of Nicholas to create an atmosphere of peace be-
tween England and France became the main concern at
the papal Curia throughout the disastrous period of the
Hundred Years' War. Alliance with the Tatars, though
considered before his time, was destined to become an ideal
of subsequent popes and propagandists for many years.
The unification of all the military Orders of Religion be-
came a watchword in almost every work of propaganda
written in the fourteenth century. The sailing of the
Pope's fleet to Cyprus fixed that island as the normal
rendezvous of many future crusades. The attempt to
defend Armenia seemed to point to the impending fate
of that unhappy country whose proximity to Egypt
rendered her an easy prey for Mamluk revenge and Mam-
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